Reporting for the Public Good
Spring 2006
Comm 350

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. (AD 21)

Instructor: Duane C.S. Stoltzfus, Associate Professor of Communication

Office: Newcomer 41
Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.; and by appointment

Office Phone:  535-7745  
E-Mail: dstoltzfus@goshen.edu

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

“I know of no human being who has a better time than an eager and energetic young reporter.”
H.L. Mencken

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Official Course Description: 

As a companion to Writing for Media (Comm 250), this course is intended to broaden reporting, writing and editing skills. In Writing for Media, reporting by and large takes place on campus. This course envisions the broader Goshen community as an extended classroom, replete with interesting and important stories to tell. In reporting off campus, you will be expected to produce articles that can be shared with this wider audience both through an online news site and a companion paper publication. The class will include  readings, discussions, guest speakers and field trips, as well as writing and editing assignments.

	


Course Overview: 
Our first order of business this semester is to create a model for an alternative news source in the city of Goshen. In shaping that source, we will adopt a collaborative, open classroom; develop a diverse council of citizen advisers to suggest story ideas and perhaps contribute content as well; read and discuss a variety of news sources; produce high-quality,  publishable stories and other content; and pursue the best platform for sharing news about Goshen. 

We’re  not at all sure of the outcome as we follow in the grand tradition of journalists like E.W. Scripps, who long ago sought to reinvent the press to better serve the public. Scripps carried out his experiments (ad-free, small-size papers) in the early 1900s. Our venture is timely, and part of a farflung, national effort. Newspapers are losing circulation. TV viewers are getting older. Independent bloggers are gaining clout. People, it seems clear, still want to exchange news and to share stories, as they have for centuries. Information, much of it provided by the press, remains the oxygen of democracy. In that regard, journalism is as important as ever: to make sense of events, inform citizens, share ideas, encourage conversations about problems. But it also apparent that journalism is becoming increasingly collaborative, and that forms for sharing news must change to fit the times and the technology.
	


In Atwater, Minn., residents recently launched a nonprofit newspaper, staffed mostly with volunteers. In West Oakland, Calif., The Tribune is sponsoring a community Web site that is billed as part bulletin board, part online newspaper, part training site for citizen journalists. In Spokane, Wash., eight citizen bloggers representing a cross-section of political and social views critique the paper daily in an online feature called “News is a Conversation.” In Korea, OhmyNews has more than 40,000 citizen reporters, with an electronic “tip jar” for readers to pay individual reporters whose work they especially like. The paper’s motto: “Every citizen is a reporter.” 
The old model, in which journalists produced the content, and readers and viewers received it, is fading. Transparency and collaboration are essential. In partnership with others in our community, we hope to point the way toward new possibilities for journalism in Goshen. 
Textbooks:

Buchanan, Edna. The Corpse Had a Familiar Face. New York: Berkley Books, 1987.

Clark, Roy Peter and Christopher Scanlon. America’s Best Newspaper Writing. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. 
Siegal, Alan M. and William G. Connolly. The New York Times Manual of Style and Usage. New York: Times Books, 1999. 
Winburn, Jan. Shop Talk & War Stories: American Journalists Examine Their Profession. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003. 
You will be expected to read both The Goshen News and The Truth each weekday, making note of what you like and what you wish for. Additional readings will be assigned throughout the semester in the form of handouts, online reading and Good Library reserve reading. 
Class Policies and Procedures:

1) All assigned reading should be completed before the class period for which the reading is listed. You should be prepared to actively participate in the discussions. 

2) You are expected to attend class and to contribute to discussions as a colleague committed to learning and helping others learn. That said, each student may miss up to two class sessions with no direct bearing on the final grade. For each unexcused absence beyond two class sessions, the final grade will be lowered by one-third of a letter grade. Excused absences require some verification, such as a note (from a doctor) or an official posting (in the case of a field trip).
3) Plagiarism involves using someone else’s ideas or words without giving them due credit. In other words, it is theft. Generally, a first occurrence will result in failure for the assignment and a second will mean failure for the course. In the work world, the consequences of  plagiarism extend well beyond the grade on a paper. You can lose a job (Exhibit A: Jack Kelley, a star reporter for USA Today, who lifted material from competing papers and also fabricated stories), and you can lose professional credibility for life (Exhibit B: the historian Stephen E. Ambrose, who was accused of copying passages in The Wild Blue). The legal jeopardy should be noted as well. In some situations, plagiarists can be sued for copyright infringement. Plagiarism often happens when people are in a hurry. When in doubt, always cite sources. Goshen College's policy on plagiarism is described in the college catalog on page 101. 
	


4) Goshen College wants to help all students be as academically successful as possible.  If you have a disability and require accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible and contact the director of the Academic Support Center, Lois Martin, by phone (7576) or by e-mail (lmartin). Documentation concerning your disability must be on file with the Academic Support Center. All information will be held in the strictest confidence.  The Academic Support Center offers tutoring and writing assistance for all students.  For further information please see www.goshen.edu/studentlife/asc.php. 
Assignments:

Enterprise/Investigative Articles: These articles (two over the course of the semester) should address a problem or issue of significance to people in the community. Start with a question that interests you and follow the research trail. Whatever happened to the super-duper Hummer that Elkhart County purchased with federal antiterrorist funding? Why does Indiana rank second in per-capita health risk from air pollution? Should the state lease the toll road to private investors? Is the local Wal-Mart good for the Goshen?  You can think of this as public journalism, which aims to treat people as citizens rather than as spectators or consumers, and seeks to provide information that equips them to better address community problems or issues. For this assignment, you can work alone or in teams of two. Length: 1,500 to 2,000 words. 

Feature Articles: These articles should also originate off campus, but beyond that stipulation, let your internal “reader interest” gauge be the guide. You can write about people or places, products or plans. Length: 1,000 to 1,500 words. 

Independent Packages/Projects: By arrangement with the instructor, you will pursue independent writing, design or photography work. 
Quizzes: A series of quizzes will cover readings. 

Evaluation:

Enterprise/investigative articles:
30 percent
(two articles, 15 percent each)

Feature articles:


20 percent
(two articles, 10 percent each)

Independent packages/projects:
20 percent





Quizzes:



20 percent

Class participation:


10 percent
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

“Journalism has a kind of seen-it-all world-weariness. Traditional journalism would hold  that if you have strong feelings about the characters in the story or the  situations, you're just a sap and you're not doing your job. Whereas I would argue the opposite, that in fact for anything interesting to come out of it, the writer doing it has to have a strong feeling about it.”  




Ira Glass, host of  “This American Life”
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	


Class Schedule

Thursday, Jan. 5:

Introduction to the Course
Tuesday, Jan. 10: 

Discussion at the Electric Brew. 
Assignment: Interview one high school or college student and one other community citizen. Bring two one-page summaries to share what each would want to see in an alternative news source, including specific story ideas.  Bring possible names for our news venture.
Thursday, Jan. 12: 
Gatherings with students and with community citizens. Place and time pending.
Monday, Jan. 16:

Martin Luther King Jr. Study Day (no class)

Tuesday, Jan. 17: 
Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 1 in Shop Talk & War Stories and Chapter 9 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing.
Attendance encouraged:  C. Henry Smith Peace Oratorical Contest (7 p.m., Umble).  

Thursday, Jan. 19:

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 2 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Tuesday, Jan. 24:

Discussion and lab. 

Assignment: 
Read Chapter 3 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Wednesday, Jan. 25:
Attend lecture by David Dye, host of “World Café” on  NPR, Umble Master Class presenter, 7:30 p.m.  

Thursday, Jan. 26:

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 4 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 5 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Thursday, Feb. 2:

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 6 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Tuesday, Feb. 7: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 7 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Thursday, Feb. 9: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 8 and 9 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 10 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Thursday, Feb. 16:
 
Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 11 in Shop Talk & War Stories. 

Tuesday, Feb. 21: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4 in The Corpse Had a Familiar Face. 

Thursday, Feb. 23: 

Field Trip to The South Bend Tribune (8 a.m. to noon)
Feb. 27 – March 3: 

Spring break 

Tuesday,  March 7: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 in The Corpse Had a Familiar Face. 

Thursday, March 9:

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 9, 10 and 11 in The Corpse Had a Familiar Face. 

Tuesday, March 14: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 12, 13 and 14 in The Corpse Had a Familiar Face. 

Thursday, March 16: 
Brooke Gladstone, co-host of NPR’s “On the Media,” Yoder Public Affairs Lecture, 7:30 p.m., Church-Chapel. Class canceled. 
Friday, March 17: 

“Tuned Out? Youth and the Future of News” conference





8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 21: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 1 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Thursday, March 23: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 2 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Tuesday, March 28: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapters 3 and 4 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Thursday, March 30: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 5 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Tuesday, April 4: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 6 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Thursday, April 6: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 7 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Tuesday, April 11: 

Discussion and lab.
Assignment: 
Read Chapter 8 in America’s Best Newspaper Writing. 

Thursday, April 13:

Last day of class
Friday, April 14: 

Good Friday 

There will be no final exam.  

